
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We hope you are well, and that you are managing to find small pleasures with your families 
during this difficult time. Despite this not being the start of the year that we were all hoping 
for, our schools are still very much positive, supportive and happy places that provide a 
sanctuary and some normality for our pupils. It was wonderful seeing our pupils return to 
school this month. They have all been enthusiastic in their return, and so glad to see friends 
and teachers once again. Some have been anxious, and we fully anticipated that – they have 
had such a disrupted year!   
There has been a measurable sense of relief and excitement in the buildings as both pupils and 

staff have eased back into routines and face-to-face interaction.  
 
Our first week back at school was also a successful week of COVID testing for our KS3 pupils - Mrs Monaghan’s 
organisational skills ensured that it all ran like clockwork. Our KS3 pupils are now being tested at home in line with 
government guidance. All staff are tested twice a week and results are reported through the government website. We 
have had no positive cases identified throughout this testing, and whilst there may be an element of good luck involved, 
I think it is also a testament to the care and attention our whole community continues to pay to good COVID hygiene.  
 
Positive cases in Central Bedfordshire as a whole continue to fall which is great news when we consider also the 
successful vaccine roll out being managed locally by the NHS and Public Health. However, we must remember that the 
continuing pandemic means that nationally we are still in lockdown and must act accordingly to ensure that rates of 
infection continue to fall.  
 
Our system of controls within school will continue to support us all in reducing risk; these measures include ventilating 
occupied spaces, continuing with enhanced cleaning, and retaining bubbles of students. I have been very happy with the 
pupil, staff and parent responses to supporting this critical effort here in school. Nobody wants to be subject to the 
sometimes inconvenient measures we have in place, but it is great to see the community pulling together and sticking 
to our risk assessment and Covid-19 protocol. 
 
As the children have settled back into school, the teachers have been making assessments to ensure that we meet their 
individual needs over the coming months. What is evident is that the children have been supported so well at home by 
their parents/staff during remote learning. We really want to thank you for the time and effort that you have put into 
keeping your children on track, and we know that this must have been difficult at times for many families.  
 
Our priority for next term is the same as it always is - providing the very best pastoral care and learning environment for 
our pupils. There will now be an opportunity in the summer term for you to book a parent consultation with your child’s 
class teacher to review their progress since returning to school. 
 
We have reached the end of a very different term; though we have been physically distant for most of the time, we 
have perhaps been closer in other ways, not least in our common efforts to provide the best we can for our children. 
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The term has presented challenges for us all in one way or another, but we nevertheless continue to pull together and 
do our personal best.  

 
As always, thank you for your continued support  
 
 
Cathy Smart  
Executive Head Teacher 
 

 

A message from Sarah Pryer – Chair of Governors for the Potton Federation  

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
We’ve all needed our friends over the last 12 months and the role of a Governor as a ‘critical friend’ to the school has 
never been more important. Having come through a successful Ofsted this time last year, we were all suddenly plunged 
into completely new territory and faced challenges in education like never before. As a team of staff and volunteers, 
we’ve never worked more closely or more effectively with a huge amount of communication between us all with our 
focus sharply on the community we serve. 
 
Like many organisations, as a governing body, we are mindful of the mental health and wellbeing of our whole school 
community – teachers, senior leaders and of course our pupils. This is on the agenda of almost every meeting we hold 
and represents the importance this is being given throughout both schools. 
 
One of the key roles of a Governing Body is to hold schools to account for pupil performance. With the statutory testing 
cancelled again this year and therefore with no official data to review, we have witnessed how teachers and senior 
leaders are taking the time to understand the gap in any learning left by the two periods of lockdown and to plan a 
varied and engaging curriculum to make sure our children aren’t disadvantaged by their time out of the physical 
classroom. It is great to know that subjects such as art, music and PE are as high on the agenda as ever as children settle 
back into life at school. 
 
I am pleased to say that we have been able to strengthen the Governing Body recently with the addition of three new 
members; Deborah Ridley-Joyce (Local Authority Governors), Rachel Brittain and Lucy O’Connor (both co-opted 
Governors) who each bring their own set of skills and expertise. There will be an opportunity for more new Governors in 
September so please do contact me via either school office if you are interested. 
 
As I write this, the schools are preparing budgets for the coming years. We are fortunate to be a well-managed, popular 
choice for parents in the local community and as funding is mostly based on pupil numbers, our children can enjoy the 
benefits of having a good financial standing. This means resources and equipment are always being assessed to make 
sure they are the best we can offer our pupils. 
 
As many of you are already aware, there are some big strategic changes planned for the schools and we await the Local 
Authority to facilitate our transition to becoming one Primary school. Most of our parents are now choosing the Primary 
route anyway and applying for secondary school places for Year 7 onwards at either Sandy Secondary or across into 
Cambridgeshire. It does mean that we are not actively promoting these year groups to new parents and indeed 
indications are that the number of pupils in Years 7 and 8 from September will be very, very small. 
 
Wishing you all a very restful Easter break. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
A message from Charlotte Coppenhall – Deputy Head Teacher  
I cannot even begin to explain how pleased I am to see so many smiley faces again each morning on the school gates. 
Every morning feels like a small slice of normality, and I am so happy to have all of the children back to school. Monday 
8th March was simply one of my most favourite days in a long time. Welcoming everyone back to school, hearing 
laughter, giggles and excited conversation, seeing faces light up when reunited with friends, and watching just how 
happy the children are to be back together and learning in their classrooms again. It has been a busy return to school 
with lots to celebrate and fit into the three weeks before the Easter Holidays, but everyone has done so well and I know 
all of the staff have kept the children very busy! I want to take this opportunity to thank you all for your incredible 
support over the last year. We know only too well what a juggling act it has been for everyone and we have no doubt 
home schooling paired with everything else has been a challenge to say the least. However, our children have returned 
to school with new knowledge, new skills, developments in a variety of areas, and most importantly, feeling full of love 
during what has been a difficult time for all. That is credit to you for giving your children the best opportunities during 
this time. I also want to thank our entire staff team, who have remained dedicated to helping all of our families whilst 
learning to work in a very different way. We are all so looking forward to the Summer Term ahead, warmer weather, 
and lots of fun and learning. 
 
I hope you all have a wonderful, relaxing Easter break. 
Charlotte Coppenhall 
 
A message from Duane Brooks – Assistant Head Teacher (Pastoral) 
 

Needless to say, these past months have been challenging for us all, but I could not be more proud of the way our Potton 
family have continued to strive and support one another during these exceptional times. With all children returning to 
school just a few weeks ago, staff have been left in awe at the way in which our pupils have handled the rigours of remote 
learning as well as quickly readjusting to the demands of the classroom. Navigating through these uncertain times with 
the upmost vigour, resilience and determination, pupils across the Federation have without question risen to the 
challenge, and we are delighted with the way in which they have quickly settled back into their routines. 
 
Wishing you all a wonderful Easter surrounded by sunshine, flowers, family and chocolate! 
 
 
A message from Phillip Adams – Assistant Head Teacher (Curriculum) 
 
The children have shown great resilience and perseverance during the spring term to deal with a number of challenges 
and factors that have affected their learning opportunities over the past 11 weeks. It has been wonderful to see many 
smiling faces return to school life and take on the challenges within the classroom as we support and recover from another 
period of remote learning. We made many changes to our remote learning provision and this was well received by many, 
and it allowed our pupils to engage with learning experiences they would otherwise have missed in school. Thank you to 
all parents who provided feedback in the parent questionnaires that enabled us to provide further support during school 
closures. Since the return to school, many teachers have focused on key skills that may have been more difficult to achieve 
during lockdown such as art. Every year group has focused on producing artwork influenced by a prominent figure through 
history and we are compiling a virtual showcase to share within the community. Class teachers have also completed pupil 
assessments since we returned to school, and this has provided us with valuable information so that we can better support 
pupils and parents as we head into the summer term.  
 
I wish you all a restful and happy Easter break as we head towards fewer restrictions in the coming months. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

Reception  
Puddle Ducks – Miss Fordham and Mrs Lee  
Wow, what a fantastic return to school Puddle Ducks have had. They arrive every morning with 
smiles on their faces and so much enthusiasm to learn. We have been so impressed by them 
all. It is such a pleasure to see them reunited with their friends and we have enjoyed hearing 
their stories from their lockdown adventures.  
Our topic this half term has been ‘Are carrots orange?’ and Puddle Ducks have loved discovering 
about all things that grow including digging up vegetables. We have been exploring different 
fruits and vegetables using our senses and it appears we weren’t too impressed with some of 
the stronger smelling vegetables. We have also been creating our own portraits using pictures 
of vegetables inspired by the Italian artist Giuseppe Arcimboldo.  
 

We’ve been so impressed with their phonics knowledge which 
continued to develop whilst they were at home and since 
returning to school they have been applying their new 
knowledge in writing sentences about the seasons. In Maths we 
have been learning about doubling and halving and Puddle 
Ducks have shown a great understanding of this.  
 
We are so proud of how hard Puddle Ducks worked from home 
and this has continued since they returned to school. We know 
that this enthusiasm and readiness to learn will only continue to 
flourish in the Summer Term. Have a lovely Easter break with 
your families! 

 
Cotton Tails – Miss Adams 
Returning to school our Cottontails have shown nothing but perseverance and 
determination. They have come back with beaming smiles and continued to show a 
love of learning. We are extremely proud of how they have settled. Cottontails 
have shown a lot of excitement over reconnecting with friends, and all of the 
children have been so happy to be reunited with friends and start to explore the 
continuous provision together.  
 

Within our topic sessions we have explored fruits, 
vegetables and growing. The children were highly engaged 
whilst exploring the look and texture of different fruits and 
vegetables. They were not shy to share their collective disapproval of beansprouts! The 
Cottontails children have all been engrossed whilst digging in the farming areas alongside 
exploring seeds.  
 
Role play has also formed a large part of our learning through play since school reopened. The 
mud kitchen and baby role play area have been full consistently! The children have adored 
acting out different narratives inspired by their home experiences. These opportunities are 
brilliant for developing those essential communication and language skills. 
They have all truly been superstars - I cannot wait to see how they continue to thrive in the 
Summer Term.  

News from the classroom   
 

 

 



 

Year 1  

Tiggy Winkles – Miss Dent   
Since returning to school the children have fully immersed themselves in their learning. We 
have spent time catching up with our friends and enjoying being back in the classroom 
with one another. We have been learning all about capacity in 
Maths and looking at different vocabulary that we can use to 
describe amounts. The children have really enjoyed this 
activity and were later able to independently record their own 
measurements. Within Literacy we have been reading ‘We’re 
Going on a Bear Hunt’ where the children fantastically created 

their own actions to remember the story. The children worked so well on this that it meant 
they were accurately able to retell the whole story in their independent writing task. We 
have spent a lot of time getting creative in Year 1 and using different materials to create 
our own art work. We spent an afternoon recreating artwork in the style of Jackson Pollock 
which the children really enjoyed, despite getting very messy! We have had a fantastic few 
weeks back at school and we can’t wait to see what next term has to offer. 
 
 
Squirrel Nutkins – Miss R Coppenhall   

I cannot put into words just how incredibly proud I am of my little Squirrel 
Nutkins. Brilliant, wonderful and resilient are three words I would use to 
describe them all to start with. They have returned to school and been little 
superstars with their continued enthusiasm to learn and their happy, smiling 
faces have been a joy to see after such a long time only being able to see each 
other over a screen. I can tell just how hard they had been working at home as 
they settled straight back into the routine of the school day wonderfully. 
Squirrel Nutkins have really enjoyed our learning in Literacy on the book ‘We’re 
Going on a Bear Hunt’. We had lots of fun adding actions to the story and this 
helped us to retell the story verbally from start to finish. This learning led up to 
a Big Write which the children blew me away with. Not only did they use their 

fantastic handwriting and remember the story in chronological order but lots of them went on to put their own spin on 
the story and add in some of their own exciting vocabulary. Paws, Claws and Whiskers is a topic that is a personal 
favourite of mine and I can tell that Squirrel Nutkins feel the same. We absolutely adore animals and we are always 
discussing our favourite creatures at the end of the day. They have loved finding out about carnivores, herbivores and 
omnivores. We finished off our Topic learning by studying the artist Jackson Pollock, and the children were so engaged 
and fascinated by his techniques and created some real masterpieces! 
 
 

Year 2  

Tom Kittens – Mrs Boston  

Well, it certainly hasn’t been the term I was expecting! Home learning, 

keyworker provision, online learning and all the challenges that we faced 

alongside these, have proved both challenging and rewarding. I cannot 

express how proud I am, Tom Kittens were fabulous throughout the online 

learning experience and I want to use this as an opportunity to thank the 

parents and carers for supporting them and me throughout the whole 

process. I was receiving work daily via dojo and it completely blew me away! 

The children showed such determination and resilience producing such 

beautiful work during their time away from their normal learning environment and friends.  

 



 
We thankfully returned to our classroom on the 8th March, I could not have been happier welcoming them back, their 

beaming smiles and excited chatter filled both our classroom and my heart. Returning to school, the children settled 

beautifully and threw themselves back into school life, adapting quickly to new routines yet again! 

 

Since being back, we have packed so much in, lots of wellbeing games and activities, a superb performance of the 

‘Wizard of Oz’, learning all about plants, seeds and bulbs in our Science lessons and writing non-chronological reports 

about castles in Literacy. 

 

Tom Kittens are a creative bunch of children and they have absolutely adored their art lessons this term. Particularly the 
lesson where we recreated some bold and stunning pieces of flower artwork in the style of the famous artist Georgia 
O’Keeffe using oil pastels. This work was originally meant for their topic books but it was so impressive it had to be put 
straight onto a display board. I had to take this opportunity to share this wonderful display with you! 

 

Jeremy Fisher – Miss Williams  

Firstly, I must say just how proud I am of all of our Jeremy Fishers. You’ve worked 
your socks off, both at home and at school and have made me smile every day of 
2021 so far!  
 
At home, you completed lots of fantastic learning, including science experiments 
and castle making for DT! On your return you’ve thrown yourselves back in to our 
‘Once Upon a Time’. You have have created some brilliant reports about castles and 

we’ve learnt lots about the best way to grow plants! You’ve also brought your creative flair back to school with you, and 
wowed me with your beautiful Georgia O’Keeffe inspired artwork (which I just couldn’t wait to get up on display!)  
 
From the moment you stepped back into the classroom, it was like you’d never been away and yet again I’m so, so 
proud of your resilience and commitment to your learning. We’re very lucky to have you all as part of Potton Lower 
School and I am certainly a very lucky teacher! Well done this term. You are superstars! 

 

 

Year 3 

Dragons – Mr Adams   
I have been very impressed with all of the children as we returned to school. It amazes me how confidently many of the 
children returned given the various challenges they have faced since January. We had a fantastic topic this term 
‘Scrumdiddlyumptious’ and this has clearly helped to give the class a much needed confidence and energy boost during 
the transition back into school life. I loved seeing many children produce some delicious recipes at home during remote 
learning and I wish that we could have been in school to do this because it looked great fun. Many children loved creating 
edible slime and I asked many children to save me some delectable chocolate treats but they were too yummy to save for 
me and they disappeared very quickly! However, this has led into some wonderful Literacy work based around Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl.  
 
Many children have experience of the films and it has been a joy to share the story with them in class as this has opened 
up a world of pure imagination and their independent writing has been inspired. Following our discussions about the text, 
we have also created super smoothies for the characters in the story, although some children were not keen to give 
Veruca Salt a very nice one! I am proud of the determination the pupils have shown during this period in school to adapt 
back into school routines, and I look forward to the Summer Term as we embark on new topics, warmer, sunnier days 
and many new learning challenges as we head towards the end of the school year. Have a wonderful and restful Easter 
break making plans for the future, and spending time with your families.  

 

 

 



 
Phoenix – Miss Kerfoot  
In Phoenix class, the children have settled back in really well after such a long period of home learning. It has been 
lovely to have them all back. We have continued with our topic of ‘Scrumdidlyumtious’ and been designing and making 
smoothies - there have been some delicious recipes! We are continuing to enjoy Charlie and the Chocolate Factory in 
our Literacy lessons. Red Nose Day was great fun, we had our very own Phoenix Comedy Club and the children very 
bravely took turns in telling the class their jokes, there were lots of laughs and hilarity. I hope you all have a lovely and 
restful Easter. 

 

 

Year 4 
Hippogriffs – Mrs Mooring  
In Hippogriff class, the children have settled back into school with incredible success. They have shown amazing 
resilience and loved seeing their friends again after such a long time. I am delighted with how well they have adapted to 
being back and following the routines. We have been finishing off our topic of ‘Burps, Bottoms and Bile’ with great 
enjoyment. We have investigated tooth decay using eggshells and learned that sugar and teeth do not go together. We 
found out about the digestive system and how poo is made, which definitely caused some giggling! In RE have looked at 
the story of Easter and its meaning for Christians around the world. We have been inspired for the art exhibition and 
produced some fabulous artwork in the style of Joan Miro for your enjoyment. 
 
Looking to next term, we will be moving on to our new topic ‘Blue Abyss’ which looks at the world’s oceans, its 
creatures and considers how we can care for them. I hope that you all have a lovely Easter and a restful break.  

 

Owls – Mr Hodgson  
The children in Owls class have settled back into class well. We have been continuing our topic of ‘Burps, Bottoms and 
Bile’ that the children started in their home learning. The children have enjoyed looking at their own teeth through using 
dental impressions and identifying their different teeth. They have also completed an investigation around tooth decay 
and how different drinks can cause different decay. Finally, the children have been exploring the digestive system and 
describing how the digestive system works. In RE the children have been finding out more about the Easter Story and 
Salvation. 
 
The children have completed their first Big Write since being back, and have really impressed me. They all created their 
own ‘Demon’ character around David Walliam’s Demon Dentist. 
Our next topic is ‘Blue Abyss’ where we learn about the world’s oceans, the creatures within them and how we can care 
for them. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Miss Tustian who leaves our class on Friday 26th March. She has 
supported the children wonderfully throughout remote learning and when the children transitioned back to school. Miss 
Tustian will be joining us for a few days after the Easter Holidays too. We look forward to her return.  

 

 

Year 5  
Elphinstone – Mrs Chamberlain 

When we had reached the end of the day on Monday 8th March, all of the adults said the 
same thing – it felt like the children had never been away! From the moment they entered 
school until the minute they left, every single one of them came in with a positive attitude 
towards their learning and jumped straight back into life in the Middle School. This 
conscientious attitude has continued throughout the last three weeks and it is a real 
testament to not only the children’s attitudes towards their learning, but also for all of the 
support from yourselves at home during this difficult time that they have adapted so well to 
such a sudden change. The children’s efforts whilst remote learning or attending key worker 
provision has been amazing and although I have loved seeing what they produced at home, I 

am so happy they are back in the classroom again. I couldn’t be any prouder of them! 
 



 
In school we have had so many exciting experiences crammed into such a short space of time. We’ve looked at Egyptian 
mystery stories, learnt about chemical reactions in Science, explored different genres in Music and even got to watch a 
production of ‘The Wizard of Oz’. Next half term we get to learn all about mini-beasts and creepy crawlies from around 
the world. I am so proud to teach a resilient, enthusiastic and caring class and cannot wait for another exciting term 
together! 
 
Stevens – Mrs Rider 

It was so lovely to welcome the children back to school on March 8th and see 
their smiling, keen faces, ready to learn. We returned to focus on our Pharaoh 
topic and although it has only been three weeks, we have fully emerged 
ourselves in our learning. 
 
In English we have written diary entries from the viewpoint of ancient 
Egyptians, from slaves to Pharaohs, and taken on these roles as we looked at 
the hierarchy scheme of the ancient civilization. We have also been writing 
exciting mystery stories, inspired by the discovery by archaeologists of hidden 
tombs. Through the use of our imagination and some amazing footage, we 
were able to transport ourselves to Egypt and the Valley of the Kings. 

 
Science lessons have involved investigating whether we can bounce eggs and using separation techniques. We have 
used our scientific minds to assist ancient Egyptian farmers to clean water from the Nile, separate crops that have 
become mixed and priests to retrieve lost jewellery. 
 
We enjoyed watching a ‘virtual’ performance of ‘The Wizard of Oz’ and had fun on ‘Red Nose Day’ too. 
The class have really enjoyed being back together, talking and giggling and seeing their friends. 
 
Jackson – Mr Bick 
It has been so lovely to welcome the children back to school in the last few weeks! After all that time away, seeing all of 
the smiling faces coming through the gates on the first morning back was a really special moment: the children were so 
happy to see each other and so keen to get on with their learning. For much of the last three weeks, it has felt like we 
have never been away – we have worked hard on mental and written methods of calculation in Maths, and immersed 
ourselves in the world of ancient Egypt in English and Topic. I think my favourite moments have come when sharing our 
current class book, ‘The Super Miraculous Journey of Freddie Yates’, which has filled the room with laughter on a 
number of occasions! 
  
Finally, I’d like to say a huge ‘thank you’ to all parents and carers for the amazing support that you provided the children 
with during their remote learning. I know what a stressful and worrying time it was, but the seamless way the children 
have slotted back into school life is testament to the inspiring care and support they received from you during 
lockdown. Have a restful break – and don’t even check Class Dojo once!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 



 

 

Year 6  

Evans – Miss Carrington  

 
From the 8th March, it felt like Evans had never been away! Having proved themselves to be 
diligent, resilient, creative and mature home learners during school closures, it took no time at 
all for them to settle back into school life. By the end of the first day, they had written authentic, 
detailed letters as Charles Darwin’s children, on to tea-stained paper, showing just how 
enthusiastically they threw themselves back into school life. Our Topic, ‘Darwin’s Delights’, has 
led us on a scientific journey of discovery and investigation into how life on Earth came to be 
the way it is. We have explored genetic inheritance, proved Darwin’s Theory of Evolution 
through our finches’ beaks experiment, and begun exploring what life was like in the time 
period that Darwin lived in: the Victorian era! Evans have been able to illustrate all of this 
knowledge in the brilliantly detailed non-chronological reports they have written on Darwin’s 

life, which we have created in English. One of the most enjoyable aspects at being back at school, has been the time 
dedicated to reconnecting as a class and supporting our well-being. Kind, compassionate and thoughtful: Evans have 
supported one another as we return to a bit of normality and we are so excited to continue this after Easter!  
 

 
Torday – Mr Brooks 

At the beginning of the year, I asked 34 quite delightful children for just three things: to trust me, to give unparalleled 
effort in all situations and to embrace the demands of the year ahead. While I certainly didn’t utter these words knowing 
that we would be apart for so long, every child in 6 Torday has navigated through these uncertain times with resolve and 
perseverance. They have without question risen to the challenge - it really is a pleasure to call them ‘my class’. 
Armed with the knowledge gleaned from two weeks’ worth of home learning, this term, the children set sail on an exciting 
expedition with Charles Darwin and his crew aboard the HMS Beagle. Challenged to investigate what initiated Darwin’s 
study of adaptation, Torday studied the miraculous animals that still inhabit the Galapagos Islands to this day and used 
Darwin’s evidence to help them better understand inheritance and evolution. 
 
It really has been a delight to see the children marvel at Darwin’s achievements and discuss the wonders of the world 
around us. While I am looking forward to dipping our paint brushes into a world of artistry and creativity next term, for 
now, I am sending you my warmest wishes for a happy Easter together. 
 
 

 
 
7 Rundell – Mrs Topple and Miss Crawford-Smith 
It was full steam ahead with Rundell class who have given 100% in all they have done both during lockdown with their 
remote learning and also their transition back into school. They have solidified their friendships and are always smiling 
despite wearing masks. They have been so mature with the new safety measures in place and embraced the timetable 
and new learning methods. Next term promises to be an exciting time and Rundell class are looking forward to 
participating and doing their best.  Have a well-deserved rest over Easter ready to give another 100%. 
 
8 Zephaniah – Mr Griffiths and Mr Ballard 
Well that was a strange term; out of 11 weeks of schooling since Christmas we have only seen the children for 3 weeks. 
Since they have returned to school I have been so impressed with both their attitude and their application. I know that 
there is a lot in the news at the moment about children struggling to catch up; and about their wellbeing, but our pupils 
seemed to have managed extremely well with the lockdown and its affects. It is an ongoing process but I am so pleased 

Key Stage 3  
 

 

 



 
with the resilience that our children have shown. It has been a difficult time for them (and us) but they will all bounce 
back. 
I hope that as the situation moves forward we can get back to a more ‘normal’ school lifestyle. I know 8 Zephaniah are 
ready to ‘ditch the facemasks’ although they again have been marvelous with all of this too. Then we can make sure that 
they have the best possible Summer Term that they can have with all the normal leaving plans in place. 
So a big thank you to all pupils, parents and guardians who have made this term a success in many ways despite all the 

changes. 😁 
 
Key Stage 3 Humanities – Mr Lock 
New year, new term, new skill: the first thing I had to do upon returning from the Christmas break was learn how to 
post lessons on Dojo (so many thanks to Mrs. Topple for guiding me through the process)!  To begin with it was a 
question of remembering to attach the PowerPoint, but I did progress to including photos and even video clips! 
The Geography began with a study of coastal processes and features using examples from around the United Kingdom, 
especially Norfolk - in the hope they would be places the students were familiar with or, at least, had heard of.  Maybe 
they will persuade you to go there and then show off by telling you all about them when we are allowed to go that far 
again.  Since the half-term break the topic has been Russia and that will continue for a while after Easter. 
In History the focus has still been on the Industrial Revolution with a study of changes in transport and an evaluation of 
the era's great inventors for the first half of the term and a look at housing conditions and improvements in public 
health during the second half. 
 
R.E. this term has been a study of Judaism covering Jewish beliefs, the concepts of being a chosen people and a 
Promised Land, how to observe the Shabbat (Shabbath) and Passover festival (which can be celebrated on March 28th 
this year) and how the traditions and mitzvot (laws or rules) influence everyday life. 
 
 
Key Stage 3 Art – Mrs Topple 
The road to recovery after lockdown has had a creative journey here at Potton Federation with 
every child completing some imaginative artwork. The class pictures are displayed in their 
classrooms but you can check them out on our virtual school gallery. Each class has been 
looking at the work of a famous artist through time to take their inspiration from, the results 
are amazing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Key Stage 3 PE – Virtual Games 
During the Autumn Term PMS pupils participated in a number of School Games challenges in table tennis, sports hall 
athletics and dodgeball. These challenges were set by Gill Murrow and Paul Blunt, our School Games organisers. These 
challenges were sent to all Bedfordshire schools as a virtual challenge to enable schools to compete against each other 
without having to compete face to face as school fixtures are not currently taking place. 

In our East Beds region Potton won the Years 7 and 8 girls table tennis plus both the boys and girls dodgeball challenges. 
This meant we qualified for the County Finals and were able to have another go at the challenges to better our scores. 
Unfortunately, our KS2 teams for the sports hall athletics didn’t qualify. The pupils involved worked extremely hard at 
improving their scores which were then re-submitted to compete against all the other winning schools from around 
Bedfordshire.  

PMS Physical Education – Miss Crawford-Smith  
 

 

 



 
Miss Crawford-Smith is delighted to share with you that Potton finished 2nd and 3rd in the girls table tennis across the 
whole of Bedfordshire. The team who finished with silver were L Davis, M Dashwood, A Fordham and S Grant from year 
8 and the team with bronze were M Newman, L-R Davies and O Dus from year 7. A massive congratulations to the girls.  

 

Following the extensive refurbishment of the Middle School Library during the Summer Holiday last year, we now have a 
very calm and inviting space for pupils to come and browse for a book or to sit in a comfortable spot to read. We have 
undertaken a complete overhaul of all the books sorted them in order on the shelves so the Library is ready and waiting 
for the time when pupils can safely come and use it. At a time when many schools are losing their designated library 
spaces, Potton Federation are very lucky to have this tremendous resource. 

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank Potton Consolidated Charities who funded this valuable resource 
for our school to be enjoyed by pupils for years to come. 

 

Shortly before we returned to school earlier this month, we celebrated a World Book Day like no other: a day where our 
school community came together – apart – to celebrate our love of books and reading. 

 
Around thirty staff members from across the 
Federation took part in ‘The Masked Reader’, 
and everyone had lots of fun trying to identify 
the teachers behind their weird and wonderful 
disguises! During the morning, the children 
participated in online masterclasses and 
challenges set by some of our favourite authors 
and illustrators, before choosing from a menu of 
book and reading themed lessons, prepared by 
teachers from both schools. The work that the 

children shared on Class Dojo was fantastic! 

 
As part of the day, we launched our book review website, 
Potton Readers. This is a space where children, teachers and 
parents can submit book reviews and browse 
recommendations. There is no registration necessary – all 
you need to do is visit the site and add your review. All 
recommendations are checked before they appear on the 
site, which means they might take a couple of days to 
appear. Our collection of reviews is growing all the time – 
Have a look at the site at www.padlet.com/potton/readers 
and encourage your child to add some recommendations of 
their own! 

 
 
 
 

World Book Day 2021 – Mr Bick 
 

 

 

Report on the Federation Library – Mrs Evans 
 

 

 

http://www.padlet.com/potton/readers


 

 
 
Here are some of the things you got up to at home – well done to everyone who took part! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


